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North Korean leader & 
calls for diplomacy 
with South Korea 


BY CHOE SANG-HUN 
New York Times 


SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA 
North Korea’s surprise call on 
Monday for direct talks with 
South Korea could drive a 
wedge into the decades-old 
alliance between Seoul and 


a reprieve from months of ten- 
sions but also undercutting 
President Donald Trump’s 
tough approach to the nuclear- 
armed North. 

A New Year’s Day speech by 
Kim Jong Un, the North Korean 
leader, contained a dramatic 
shift in tone and policy regard- 
ing the South. After ignoring 


Washington, potentially creating South Korea for years, Kim 
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called for urgent dialogue to 
discuss improving ties and eas- 
ing military tensions on the 
divided Korean Peninsula, even 
as he claimed an ability to strike 
the mainland United States with 


nuclear missiles. 


Kim also agreed to a request 


by President Moon Jae-in of 
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Korean Central News Agency 


North Korean leader Kim Jong Un delivers his New Year’s speech 
SEE NORTH KOREA, 2A_ Monday at an undisclosed location in North Korea. 


Greitens, GOP have big plans 
and big obstacles in 2018 


KEITH MYERS kmyers@kcstar.com 


Missouri Gov. Eric Greitens and the Missouri legislature will have their hands full of issues when the session opens on Wednesday. 


BY JASON HANCOCK 
jhancock@kcstar.com 


JEFFERSON CITY 

Republican legislative lead- 
ers and Gov. Eric Greitens are 
promising a sweeping agenda 
for the 2018 session that begins 
Wednesday. 

Their biggest obstacle: A 
return of the on-and-off 
dysfunction that mired the 
2017 legislative session in gri- 
dlock. 

Much of the 2017 tension 
was between Greitens and a 
bipartisan group of senators 
with whom he regularly quar- 
reled. 

And those hard feelings don’t 
seem to have subsided in the 
months since lawmakers ad- 
journed for the year. In fact, 
they may have calcified. 

The Missouri General As- 
sembly will begin its work 
again at noon Wednesday. 
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WE HAVE A GREAT OPPORTUNITY THIS YEAR. 
BY PUSHING FOR REAL REFORMS TO 
MISSOURI'S TAX CODE, WE CAN MAKE A 
LASTING DIFFERENCE FOR BUSINESSES AND 


FAMILIES. 


Senate Majority Floor Leader Mike Kehoe, a Jefferson City 


Republican 


Here are five key issues to 
follow: 


TAXES 

Republicans enter the 2018 
legislative session determined 
to cut the state’s income taxes. 

Just four years after law- 
makers successfully enacted a 
$600 million state tax cut, a 
plethora of bills have been filed 
that would further reduce tax 
rates. The one getting the most 


attention would cut the top 
income tax rate, eliminate the 
bottom four brackets, and over 
time phase out the income tax 
altogether. 

“We have a great opportunity 
this year,” said Senate Majority 
Floor Leader Mike Kehoe, a 
Jefferson City Republican. “By 
pushing for real reforms to 
Missouri’s tax code, we can 
make a lasting difference for 
businesses and families.” 


To offset the cost of tax cuts, 
many Republicans are hoping 
to rein in spending on tax cred- 
its. 

The Missouri Housing Devel- 
opment Commission, after 
being stacked with Greitens 
appointees, recently voted to 
not use any state money to 
match $140 million in federal 
low-income housing tax credits. 

Greitens called the tax credit 
a “special interest scheme” and 
celebrated the commission’s 
decision. 

The vote sets up a showdown 
in the legislature between crit- 
ics of the tax credit like Grei- 
tens and those who argue that 
eliminating it could have dev- 
astating consequences for low- 
income seniors, the homeless 
and people with disabilities. 

It could also result in a nasty 
fight over the governor’s ap- 
pointments to the commission 
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A PAINFUL NEW 
YEAR FOR SLAIN 
STUDENT'S MOM 


Michelle Stephenson said 
she is waiting for police to 
find who gunned down her 
son Colby, a Blue Springs 
student, outside of a party 
on Dec. 18. 3A 


NATION & WORLD 


DEATH TOLL RISES 
AS PROTESTS 
CONTINUE IN IRAN 


Ignoring pleas for calm 
from President Hassan 
Rouhani, Iranian protestors 
took to the streets for a fifth 
day as political frustrations 
continue to boil over. 2A 


BUSINESS 


SPRINT CEO CLAURE 
LANDS ON A 
NOT-SO-NICE LIST 


An online ranking put 
Sprint’s CEO as the 15th 
worst in 2017, but Marcelo 
Claure turned it into a 
shout-out moment to his 
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